Interceding for the Community’
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Lamentations 3:55-66
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® Praise and Sharing

=z Hymn 361

15" Share with each other how your week has been.

The prophet did not distinguish between the fate of Judah and his own fate.
He identified with the destroyed Jerusalem and the people of Judah who
were either exiled or devastated as himself. That was why the prophet sang
about the sorrows of the community of Judah in the first person, and recited
the petition of the community. Although his prayer sounds like a prayer for
himself, it was an intercessory prayer for Judah. Since he stood before God
with the people of Judah in his heart, his laments were the laments of the whole
nation of Judah, and his petitions were the petitions of the whole nation of
Judah.
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® The Word and Sharing

1. The prophet asked that the Lord would hear his laments and pleas (vv. 55-57).
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1) From where did the prophet call on the Lord’s name (v. 55)?
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2) How did God respond to the laments and pleas of the prophet (vv.56-57)?
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<share 1> The prophet experienced God listening to his cries and answering,
“Do not fear”. Share about the realities in our families, societies and faith
communities that are like a deep pit.
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2.The prophet asked the Lord to repay those who hurt him (vv. 58-66).
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1) What did the prophet want the Lord to remember (v. 58)?
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2) What was the prophet asking the Lord for (vv. 59-62)?
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3) What did the prophet ask God to do to his enemies who taunted him (vv.
63-66)?
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<share 2> Although God disciplines his people when they sin, he does not
ignore their bitter pain (see Luke 18:1-8). Has life ever been unfair to you? Share
about how God comforted you in those times.
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<share 3> The prayer of the prophet seeking the judgement of his enemies was
not a prayer of his personal retaliation, but an intercessory prayer asking
God to do justice for the injustice that was done to the community. What
intercessory prayer do we need to pray for the community, relying on the
righteousness of God?
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® Pray Together

Lord, give me the kind of faith that calls out to you even more when I am stuck in
a pit, finding it hard to have hope.
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